spersed with fleeting glimpses of a more positive future.
The purpose of this article is to look at one aspect of this futurenamely, the depiction in Amos 3:9-6:14 of a remnant that survives the coming judgment. My reason for delimiting the text in this particular way is that it forms, I believe, a distinct section within the book. As I have argued elsewhere, 3:9-6:14 is structured as a palistrophe, consisting of a symmetrical arrangement of seven paired units about a central, unpaired unit.2 Nor is this structure merely decorative; on the contrary, it makes a vital contribution to the interpretation of these verses because the paired units are so-arranged as to mutually complement and illuminate each other. This means that each unit can be fully understood only through relating it to its palistrophic counterpart; and since this structuring will therefore be referred to several times in the following discussion, its main features are outlined in fig. 1 . The first passage to consider, then, is Amos 3:12 (unit Ax in fig. 1 ), in which the Israelites' "being rescued" (nsl in the niphal) -presumably from the military catastrophe portended in w. 11, 15 -is likened to the shepherd's "rescuing" (nsl in the hiphil) of a few scraps of a sheep from the mouth of a ravaging lion. Disaster is clearly the dominant motif here; but does the fact that a few scraps remain suggest that a remnant will survive the general destruction? 
